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New materials have played a major role in advancing the civilizations of the world. So
much so that the technological developments are often referred to in terms of the materials of
the day: stone age, bronze age, iron age, glass age, steel age, polymer age, and the molecular
age. What is the next age? The emerging field of reticular chemistry may very well be a
candidate. It is concerned with linking of molecules with strong bonds to make crystalline
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